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dissolve it, which would pave the way to revolutions, or to
yield her consent to things which Your Majesty is resolved
never to sanction.
In that case Your Majesty's ministers would be forced to
retire from the Congress and give up obtaining what you
most desire. Nevertheless, the state of things which will have
been established in Europe, might render inevitable in a very
few years the war which we would have prevented; and we
might then find ourselves in a worse position to wage it10
Talleyrand had ended his letter with a request for
authorization and special instructions to reply to Austria,
should the latter specifically ask to be supported against
Russia, even to the extent of war. Thus, Talleyrand also,
ten days after the "confidential approach" had begun to
function, envisaged the possibility of another general
European war. The polke reports confirm these fears.. A
secret report to Baron Hager, dated October 20, says:
There is more and more talk about the approaching dis-
solution of Congress and the departure of the sovereigns and
their ministers. Fear of war is growing stronger, and no one
can see how peace will be preserved and everyone satisfied, in
view of the divergence of opinion caused by the plans to cede
the Austrian Netherlands and to partition Saxony, by the
claims of Russia on Poland, and by the appetite of Prussia.
The King of Bavaria wishes to leave and declares publicly that
the partition of Saxony would be an infamy. Hardenberg also
believes that a general exodus is near. And finally it is said
that Metternich is striving to increase the confusion.11
Three days later, the twenty-third, another secret report
states:
One no longer knows what or whom to believe. One mo-
ment it is Russia who gives in, the next it is we who give in
to everything. Now we are being firm, Europe is with us, the
King of Saxony is saved, Poland is only partly Russian. Now
Murat has been sentenced, now he is more certain than ever
10 Correspondance intditc, pp. 55-59.
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